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Sorensen Magnet School 

     of the Arts and Humanities 
Sorensen Mission Statement:  Sorensen is an artistically-enriched school which empowers 

students by providing an academically excellent education for every child. 

October; the tenth month of our calendar year, typically associated with the arrival of autumn’s changing 
of the colors, shorter days, frigid mornings, and cozy evenings, and the realization that summer is official-
ly over and there is no turning back.  So-long September 2017, it’s been a great and memorable first 
month at Sorensen.  Hopefully you’ve slipped easily back into routine and your children are getting con-
nected to their classroom teachers, friends, and all the wonderful performance opportunities we provide. 
This newsletter includes updates and information on the numerous activities that will take place over the 
course of October.  Please take a moment to read and don’t hesitate to call if you have questions.  
 

After school pickup:  the Boys and Girls Club bus will pick up students after school.  Please register your 
child through the B&G website each Friday after 12 noon if you would like to have them transported to 
the club.  Parents picking students up at 4:30 from after school performance teams should plan to meet 
at their designated performance area.  Parents who prefer to allow their student to meet at the curb for 
pickup or walk home should provide the performance team director with a note that gives their child per-
mission to be released by the director to do so.  Performance team directors will not allow students to 
leave without written permission from their parent or guardian.  No students will be left unattended at 
the end of class without adult supervision.   
   

The band program is looking for more 4th and 5th grade students interested in learning to play a musical 
instrument.  They meet Monday’s, Tuesday’s, and Thursday’s every week from 3:30-4:30.   
 

The Observer student publication is looking for more students in grades 3rd-6th who are interested in writ-
ing stories about all things pertaining to our school and community.  The group meets Monday morning 
8:00-10:00 and Wednesday’s from 7:00-8:00am.  All students from any grade can submit a story, poem, 
or artwork to be published in a monthly issue of the Observer.  Parents, it’s a great opportunity for your 
child to show their big ideas and stories.    
  

Most of you are aware the coupon books have arrived and students are doing their best to sell them.  
Coupon books are a pretty big deal in that proceeds are used to assist with any and all things pertaining 
to student needs.  Thanks PTO for all you do.  This reminds me to remind all of you…please consider 
joining our Parent Teacher Organization.  It’s a great group, we’re not a clique, but we do like to have a 
lot of fun.  Next PTO meeting is scheduled for October 10th in the Library at 6:30.  Bring your kids and 
send them down to the gym for Monday night juggling while you’re at the meeting.   
 

Headphones:  The Coeur d’Alene School District has been integral in filling our building with valuable and 
useful computer technology.  We all know the importance in teaching our students how to utilize these 
tools as it is essential to their growth as young learners and will become an integral part of their success 
as future citizens.  We encourage all students to bring their own personal set of headphones or earbuds 
to school.  They may be stored in the classroom with the teacher, however, please be sure to label them 
so they can be returned if lost.     
 

Finally, the annual Halloween Parade will take place on Monday, October 31st.  Students will be allowed 
to wear their costumes to school for the day.  Please, no blood or gore.  We plan on marching everyone 
down the north side of Sherman Avenue at 1:00 pm and return on the south side.  If you would like to 
volunteer as a chaperone, please contact your child’s classroom teacher for 
more details.   
 

Brett DePew, Principal 



Parents, A Few Reminders… 
 

 Please remember to call the 

office anytime your child is 

sick, on vacation or will not 

be in school.  It is nice to let the teacher know, 

but sometimes the message does not make it 

to the office and we end up calling.  You may 

call at any time and leave a message.  208-664-

2822  Thank you! 
 

 If your pick up plans change for the end of the 

day for your student,  please try to call the of-

fice before 3:00pm.   
 

 When can students be dropped off?  If a stu-

dent is having breakfast they can come 30 

minutes before school starts.  If not, they should 

not be here any earlier than 15 minutes before 

the start of school.  They need to wait outside 

until the 8:15 bell rings (9:45 on Mondays) to  

go to the playground.  They should not be go-

ing to their classrooms as teachers are trying to 

prepare for the day.  Thank you. 
 

 Every Friday the kids (except kindergarten) 

get out at 2:00pm.   

 

Calendar 

Oct. 6    District Cross Country   

   Meet Fairgrounds    

   (see below)  

Oct. 7   NO SCHOOL 

Oct. 10   Sorensen PTO Meeting 6:30pm 

Oct. 11   K - 1 grade Vision Screening 

Oct. 20   Picture Retake Day 

Oct. 31   Happy Halloween! 

Picture Retake Day 
 

If you missed having your picture 

taken in September or are not hap-
py with your pictures, retakes are 

on Thursday, October 20th.    
If you received your pictures and need to 
have them retaken, you need to bring back 

the entire packet and the photographer will 
retake your students picture. 

Sorensen PTO 
 

Please join us for our  PTO meeting on 
Monday, October 10th at 6:30pm in the 
Sorensen library.  Everyone is welcome!  

We hope to see you there! 
 

Coupon book sales have begun!  This is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year aside from the annual auction!  If 
you would like to  sell some coupon books, you can pick 
up a form in the office.  There are many great prizes for 
selling!!  Unlike other fundraisers, 100% of the proceeds 
stays at Sorensen!  Thank you for supporting our great 
school!!!! 

Cross Country Information 
 

 Sorensen will have our own all-
school meet Tuesday , October 
4th at 4:00pm.  This is the only 
chance for grades K - 1 to race in a meet.  There 
will be a short awards ceremony to follow. 

 

 The elementary district meet will be Thursday, 
October 6th at Kootenai Fairgrounds.  This is for 
grades 2 - 5 only.  You will receive more infor-
mation from Coach May.   

Sorensen Juggling 
 

Free juggling is scheduled for every Mon-
day night 6:30-8:00 and Wednesday 
morning 7:00-8:15.  Any and all Sorensen 
students and parents are welcome to at-
tend. 

Parenting the Love and Logic Way 
 

A six session parenting program de-

signed by the Love and Logic Insti-

tute. 
 

Dates:  Tuesdays, October 4 thru November 8 

Time:  6:30 - 8:30 pm 

Location:  Unity Center 

Cost:  $10 per class, workbook $10 (if paid in 

full, book is free) 
 

Child care is available. 
 

Prepayment to: 

Matthews Consulting 

Mary Beth Matthews 

11641 N. Friar Drive 

Hayden, ID  83835 
 

Call Mary Beth at 208-772-6165 for more info. 

Lost & Found 
 

Parents...if you happen to be in the 
school, please stop by the lost and 
found, located across from the library, and see 
if your child may have any items in there.  It is 
getting pretty full!!  Thank you! 



Invent Idaho 
 

Invent Idaho is here!  
This is a great competi-
tion for grades 1st - 6th to put their creative 
thinking skills into action by creating an in-
vention that will help our world!  Students 
will be taking time during their Arts & Hu-
manities Block next week to do some brain-
storming. 
 

If you would like your child to participate in 
this, they must fill out a registration form 
that you can find in the office, as a separate 
attachment with this newsletter or through 

Ms. Babb.  The registration due date is Oc-
tober 19th.  Their inventions will be judged 
on November 16th in our Sorensen Gym. 
 

This is a great avenue for all students to be-
come involved in the creative process an like 
Albert Einstein once said, “Creativity is intel-
ligence having fun!” 

Take the Fruit and Veggie 
Challenge 

 

We all know that adding fruits 
and vegetables to our diet is one 

of the best things we can do for our 
health.  Why not have some fun while encourag-
ing your family to pack more of these powerful 
foods into your day. This month we challenge 
you to bring home a new fruit or vegetable each 
time you go to the store.  Research your choice 
online to learn where it comes from, how it 
grows, what awesome nutritional benefits it 
provides, as well as to find a recipe to try it with 
the family. Prepare and enjoy it together. Talk 
about its flavors and textures. You may have 
found a new favorite that you will continue to 
choose in the future, or you might continue try-
ing an item with different recipes as you learn 
the ways you enjoy it. We serve delicious fruits 
and vegetables each day in our school meal pro-
gram.  Encourage your child to try different 
items at school too!  For more on healthy eating, 
go to the Nutrition Services department page 
atwww.cdaschools.org.  

Vaccine Safety Symposium 
 

Learn about and discuss vaccine safety, 

risks and benefits for school - aged chil-

dren.  Thursday, October 6, 2016, 5:30 - 

7:30pm at the CDA Library in the Community Room.  

Admission is free.  Keynote speakers include Patricia 

Stinchfield, MS, CPNO, CIC & William Atkinson, MD, 

MPH.  Sponsored by Panhandle Heath District. 

Sorensen Student with a Big 

Heart 

Stuffed Animal Drive 
 

Jessalynn Adams, 5
th

 grade stu-

dent in Mrs. Palmer’s class, wants to 

start a stuffed animal drive for the 

month of October.  Your donation will 

go to the Union Gospel Mission and will 

be placed in a new home where chil-

dren in need can enjoy the benefit of 

having a stuffed friend.   If you have 

new or used stuffed animals you’d like 

to donate, please deliver to the box in 

the front hallway at school.  Thanks 

Jessalynn and what a great idea! 

Would you like to be a substi-

tute at Sorensen? 
 

Anyone interested in being a 

substitute teacher at 

Sorensen?  If so, please con-

tact Lisa Loy at the district of-

fice for information on how to 

apply.  We need your help.  Sorensen is also 

looking for volunteers to assist teachers in 

the classroom.  If this is something you’d like 

to do, please contact your child’s teacher 

for more information.   

Thank you! 
Sorensen staff would like to thank Nikki 
Perry for being our runner for picture 
day!  You were a big help!!!   

Sorensen Skate Night 
 

Thursday, October 13th from 6 - 
8:30 is Sorensen Skate Night at 
Skate Plaza!  This is a fundraiser 
for our Sorensen PTO.  Come and 
show your support and have a great time 
too!!  Admission is $5.50; Quads Free; Inlines 
$2.00. 

Lunch Program 
 

If you are interested in the Free/Reduced 
lunch program, you can pick up an ap-
plication in the office or on the nutrition 
services web page at cdaschools.org. 

http://www.cdaschools.org/



